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and foreign Invasion, waste of noble houses and slaughter of
people, daily Interchange of attainders and treasons during
which lives and estates would be uncertain - of these and infinite
other mischiefs If England were left to be disputed among rival
claimants at her death. It was enough to recall the empire of
Alexander the Great., or England's own Wars of the Roses;
these and many other precedents proved that their prophecy
was not foolish. The Protestant faith was at stake: * We fear a
faction of heretics in your realm/ they said; e contentious and
malicious Papists/

Elizabeth answered the petition In a brief, choice, and rela-
tively simple speech, urging them not to think that she, who In
other matter shad such care of them all, would be careless in this,
which concerned both her own and their safety. It touched her
nearer than them; they at worst could lose their bodies* whereas
she hazarded to lose both body and soul if her policy proved
disastrous. She had read a philosopher whose custom it was,
when faced with a knotty academic problem, to rehearse his
alphabet before answering: she similarly would defer an answer
to their petition till some other time, since she would not? In so
deep a matter, wade with so shallow a wit. *I assure you all/
she ended, cthat though after my death you may have many
stepdames, yet shall you never have a more natural mother than
I mean to be unto you all.'

- A few days later the Lords came with their petition. They
were more discreet, giving greater attention to the more palat-
able request for marriage; but Elizabeth was annoyed with
them. She could understand the House of Commons, where, as
she put it, there were4 restless heads in whose brains the needless
hammers beat with vain judgement*. From the Lords she ex-
pected less Impetuous and shortsighted action than to join the
Commons, leaving their Queen Isolated. If she declared a suc-
cessor, she warned them, it would cost much blood to England.
With some bitterness, she added that the marks which they saw
on her face were not wrinkles but the pits of smallpox; she
might be old, but God could send her children as He had done
to Saint Elizabeth.